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Abstract

The diagnostic methods for electrical motors developed dur-
ing the last decades based on the FFT and DFT signal-
processing algorithms do not have the capability to handle
and identify the dynamic changes in the magnitude of the
default signature components. The authors in this paper fo-
cus on the use of new approach for real-time tool dedicated
to the detection of broken bar fault in induction motor, this
approach based on sliding DFT window allows the monitor-
ing the broken bar faults using the induced oscillation in the
magnitude of the some harmonic components in the stator
current. Simulation and experimental results show the ef-
fectiveness of the proposed approach.

1. Introduction

The broken bar fault can damage motor performance be-
cause it can cause the torque and speed ripple, decrease average
torque, noise and unbalance of stator current. Around 5-10% of
total induction motor failures are rotor failures and, more specif-
ically, broken rotor bars and end-ring faults [1]. For these rea-
sons, amount of paper has been published dealing with broken
bar fault detection [1]-[8]. Most of them are based on use of the
most accessible parameter in industry; motor current signature
analysis (MCSA) and vibration [2]-[3]. The (MCSA) technique
investigates the fault indicative frequencies around fundamental
supply frequency or by surveillance the rotor space harmonic
components.

Several techniques have been presented in literature to shed
light on the presence of characteristic fault frequencies in the
stator current, the basic one is based on spectrum computed us-
ing FFT or DFT algorithms. However, in on-line monitoring of
machine conditions the use of FFT brings an overwhelming bur-
den to the DSP causes by the calculation of the other unneeded
frequencies. The use of DFT allows us to avoid this drawback
by calculating only the characteristic frequencies components
related to faults, but on the other hand, it becomes obsolete
when we have to deal with the amplitude oscillation of these
components.

The authors in this paper focus on the use of new approach
for real-time tool dedicated to the detection of broken bar fault
in induction motor, this approach based on sliding DFT window
allows the monitoring the broken bar faults using the induced
oscillation in the magnitude of some harmonic components in
the stator current.

2. DFT sliding windows
The Discrete Fourier Transform DFT Is(k) of order k of

the stator current from N samples can be given by [6]:

Is(k) =

N−1∑
n=0

is(n)W
nk
N (1)

where:

Wnk
N = exp(− j2nk

N
), k = 0, 1, · · · , N − 1

The last N sample are denoted [is(N)] and when a new
data sample becomes available, the input vector is shifted by
one position forward in time, and the new input vector becomes
[is(N)], where:

[is(N − 1)] =

⎡
⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎣

is(0)
is(1)

...
is(N − k)

...
is(N − 1)

⎤
⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎦

[is(N)] =

⎡
⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎣

is(1)
is(2)

...
is(N − k + 1)

...
is(N)

⎤
⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎦

By expanding (1) for [is(N − 1)] noted Is(k)old and for
[is(N)] noted Is(k)new:

Is(k)old =
1

N

(
is(0) + is(1)W

k
N + is(1)W

2k
N + · · ·+ (2)

+ is(N − k)W
(N−k)k
N + · · ·+ is(N − 1)W

(N−1)k
N

)

Is(k)new =
1

N

(
is(1) + is(2)W

k
N + is(1)W

2k
N + · · ·+

(3)

+ is(N − k + 1)W
(N−k)k
N + · · ·+ is(N)W

(N−1)k
N

)

Using (2) and (3) we can find the sliding windows formula:

Is(k)new =
(
Is(k)old− is(0)

)
W−k

N + is(N)W
(N−1)k
N (4)
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This last relation shows how we can save the computation,
where the new DFT component is calculated recursively from
the previous one (Fig. 1).

The analyzed method in (4) has been implemented using
Dspace (DS-1104) to compute a desired components frequen-
cies for real time application.

The prediction of the exact motor slip is necessary to com-
pute only the fault signatures as (1−2s)fs. For that we have to
look around the first rotor slot harmonic RSH on the component
with the highest magnitude, where:

fRSH = fs

[
λnb

p
(1− s)± s

]
(5)

then, we get the slip:

s =

[
1− p

λnb

(
fRSH

fs
− 1

)]
(6)

where : λ = 1, 2, 3, ..., p the motor pole pair number and nb

the rotor bar number.

2.1. Stator current analysis

The broken rotor bars induce in the stator winding addi-
tional components at frequencies given by: [8]

fsbr = (1± 2ks) fs (7)

Fig. 2 shows the magnitude of harmonic (1− 2s)fs calcu-
lated by using FFT for different tests under the same conditions
(induction motor has one broken bar fault and constant load).
One can notice that the magnitude of (1− 2s)fs changes inde-
pendently of load and fault levels. It is evident that the analyze
of the magnitude is not suitable for a precise decision on the ro-
tor conditions, that is due to its fluctuation where the difference
can be more than 15dB. For that, considering the fault signature
fluctuations would be more than necessary.

3. Simulation study
The simulation analysis was performed on a 24 stator slots

22 bars, 2 pair poles and a rated power of 1.1Kw. The dynamic
simulation was carried out using the model developed in [8]
and [9]. The SDFT is used in parallel process to simulate the
on-line setup and the changes in the stator current spectrum are
computed for every step of simulation (Fig. 1). A particular
interest is conducted for the fluctuation of the fundamental and
(1 − 2s)fs components of the stator currents as the most pro-
nounced ones.
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Figure 1. Sliding window structure.
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Figure 2. The magnitude of harmonic (1 − 2s)fs for different
instants and under broken bar fault for the same conditions.

3.1. On-line detection of rotor broken bar based on the fluc-
tuation of the fundamental magnitude of the stator current

Figure 3 shows the magnitude of fundamental component
of stator current, for different loads and for healthy conditions.
One can see clearly that the magnitude of fundamental har-
monic is almost constant in this case, but when the broken bar
fault is introduced we notice the fluctuation of this component
(Fig. 4). This additional fluctuation does not show up when the
motor is not loaded.

Figure 5 shows The FFT of the magnitude of the stator cur-
rent fundamental component where we can see that the addi-
tional pulsation in the case of faulty motor is multiple of 2sfs
and be considered as a new broken bar signature.

3.2. On-line detection of rotor broken bar based on the fluc-
tuation of (1− 2s)fs magnitude of the stator current

Figure 6 shows the magnitude of (1− 2s)fs with different
load levels, under healthy condition. The magnitudes of (1 −
2s)fs for 20%, 40% and 70% of the nominal load are under
−100 dB which means the absence of this component. On the
other hand, the magnitude of this component is so significant
when the motor is not loaded that because in this case, the (1−
2s)fs component is so close to fs the fundamental component.
For that, the showed value is that of fs.

Figure 7 illustrates the magnitude of (1−2s)fs for different
load levels and under broken bar fault condition. It is easy to
notice the fluctuation of the magnitudes of (1 − 2s)fs in this
case. We can noticed the same remark as above for the no-
loaded case where the fundamental component appears in the
place of (1− 2s)fs one.

Fig.8 presents the FFT spectrum of magnitude of (1−2s)fs
for s = 0.0557. One can notice under broken bar fault condi-
tion, that in plus of the dc component appear the multiple of
2sfs components and they are more pronounced than of those
of the fundamental magnitude ones. These components can also
considered as original ones for the diagnostic of the rotor con-
ditions.

4. Experimental validation
In order to confirm the simulation results, several experi-

mental evaluations are carried out by using test setup shown in
Fig. 9. The induction motor is three-phase 1.1-kW with 24 sta-

230



	 � �

�����


������

���

 

���

�

������

����� 

������

������

	!�"#��

$
�
�"
��

��
�
�
�
��
�
�

�
�#
��
�%

��
�
�
�
�
�

�
��
"�
��
�
�

������

�	!�"#��

�	!�"#��

�	!�"#��

Figure 3. Simulation results. Magnitude of fundamental com-
ponent of the stator current of a healthy motor. From top to
bottom different loads.

	 � �

�����

����	

���
�

���

 

���

�

�����

����	

�����

�����

����	

�����

	!�"#��

$
�
�"
��

��
�
�
�
��
�
�

�
�#
��
�%

��
�
�
�
�
�

�
��
"�
��
�
�

������

�	!�"#��

�	!�"#��

�	!�"#��

Figure 4. Simulation results. Magnitude of fundamental com-
ponent of the stator current of a motor with one broken bar.
From top to bottom different loads.
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Figure 5. Simulation results. The FFT of the fundamental am-
plitude of the stator current, s = 5.5%. Top healthy motor and
bottom with one broken bar.

	 � � � � �

��		

��	

���

 

���

�

��		

��	

��		

��	

	!�"#��

$
�
�"
��

��
�
�
�
��
�
�

�
�#
��
�%

��
�
��
�
��
�
�&
#
�
'
#
�

�
��
��
�
�

������

�	!�"#��

�	!�"#��

�	!�"#��

Figure 6. Simulation results. Magnitude of (1− 2s)fs compo-
nent of the stator current of a healthy motor. From top to bottom
different loads.
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Figure 7. Simulation results. Magnitude of (1− 2s)fs compo-
nent of the stator current of a motor with one broken bar. From
top to bottom different loads.
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Figure 8. Simulation results. The FFT of the amplitude of
(1 − 2s)fs of the stator current, s = 5.5%. Top healthy motor
and bottom with one broken bar.
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tor slots, 22 rotor bars, and 2 pair poles. For the rotor fault, the
bar has been broken by drilling it. It was supplied directly from
the power line and equipped with current probe. The load is a
magnetic powder brake, the stator line current of the motor is
processed by DSpace DS1104 board using SDFT algorithm. In
the same approach as simulation one, several tests have been
made under both healthy and faulty conditions where we have
evaluated the rotor conditions by the presence or the vanish-
ing of the fluctuation in the magnitude of the fundamental and
(1− 2s)fs components.

Figures 10 and 11 show the on-line amplitude of the fun-
damental component of the stator current for both cases healthy
motor and with broken bar one respectively. The experimental
results confirm the presence of broken bar introduces fluctua-
tions on the fundamental component. These fluctuation is well
pronounced and even in the case of no-loaded motor. This last
remark is so interesting because it is well known that it is so
difficult to have a clear broken bar signature for a weak load.

The FFT spectrum of this component is showed on the Fig.
12 where it is clear that the frequency of additional fluctuation
caused by the broken bar fault is 2sfs and its multiple compo-
nents.

Figures 13 and 14 show the on-line amplitude of (1−2s)fs
component of the stator current for both healthy motor and with
one broken bar one. In the case of healthy motor we noticed the
presence of a weak fluctuation as a signature of constructional
fault. for the second case where one broken bar is considered,
we notice the clear fluctuation even for the weak load, with mul-
tiple of 2sfs frequencies (Fig. 12 and 15).

Figures 16 confirms experimentally that the diagnostic of
rotor broken bar is possible even when the motor is not loaded,
and the appearance of the 2sfs frequency makes the decision
easy.

5. Conclusion
This paper has investigated a new approach for real-time

tool dedicated to the detection of broken bar fault in induction
motor. The new approach is based on the frequencies oscilla-
tion of magnitude of characteristic frequencies related to faulty
and healthy conditions of the induction motor. The diagnosis of
the broken bar fault can be reliably performed; the method pre-
sented in this paper is very suitable for on-line analysis in the
present of broken bar and work is in progress for other motor
failures.

Figure 9. View of the experimental system.
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Figure 10. Experimental results. Magnitude of fundamental
component of the stator current of a healthy motor. From top to
bottom different loads.
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Figure 11. Experimental results. Magnitude of fundamental
component of the stator current of a motor with one broken bar.
From top to bottom different loads.
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Figure 12. Experimental results. The FFT of the fundamental
amplitude of the stator current, s = 5.2%. Top healthy motor
and bottom with one broken bar.
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Figure 13. Experimental results. Magnitude of (1 − 2s)fs
component of the stator current of a healthy motor. From top to
bottom different loads.
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Figure 14. Experimental results. Magnitude of (1 − 2s)fs
component of the stator current of of a motor with one broken
bar. From top to bottom different loads.
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Figure 15. Experimental results. The FFT of the amplitude of
(1 − 2s)fs of the stator current, s = 5.2%. Top healthy motor
and bottom with one broken bar.
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Figure 16. Experimental results. The FFT of the fundamental
amplitude of the stator current, motor no loaded. Top healthy
motor and bottom with one broken bar.
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